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¢ Opening

{

Enan, The Syrian band, is considered
to be the most famous folk-art band
in the world. Since its founding in the
90s the band managed to perform its
choreographed dance on the most
important stages in the world and it
participated in most important fes-
tivals due to its role in documenting
the artistic heritage and performing it
with a fresh look.

band stood out with their approach
to flock with dramatic dance routines
and music and songs inspired by the
older historic periods in addition to
the visual representation which ac-
companies it and emulate the stories
in every dance routine as it worked
on heritage revival and making sure
to preform it with a fresh look with a
lot of creativity and imagination.

1 9 | April 10, 2025 | First issue

nan Band,
The magnificence of folk art in'a modern
freshtook

the band name of choice was inspired
by the ancient Syrian mythology
which is an indicative of the nature of
the project, “Enana” was able to re-
tell old forgotten tales in an epic way
that requires the synergy of multiple
art forms in one artwork, such as
acting, cinema, décor and costumes
which is what qualify the band to be-
come a school of art which opened
many branches in many Arab coun-
tries. And it drew on local and foreign
skills to teach this kind of art to kids
starting from the age of three.

The work of “Enana” band in com-
prehensive stage wasn't easy, where
the word meets the sound and art of
mime to perform this comprehen-
sive panorama of the depicted sto-
ries, the band became famous for

her distinctive works, including “The
Obsessions of Damascus,” “The Sons
of the Sun,” “The Bells of Jerusalem
of Damascus,” “The Tale of the Hero,”
“Lovers of Glory,” “Zenobia, Queen of
the East,” "Juliana,” and other shining
landmarks in history.

Transforming oral stories into visual
scenes is one of the most challeng-
ing arts, a skill that Enanna has ex-
celled at throughout its long career.
This task requires an interactive and
harmonious collective presentation,
combining sound, image, and other
theatrical elements, resulting in an
innovative visual presentation that
addresses a well-known story or his-
torical figure in a captivating way that
is deeply embedded in the mind and
imagination

¢ Media

Media Persons To Cover The 11t
1 20 Season Of Fujairah International

Monodrama

since its first season in 2003, Fujai-
rah International Monodrama Festi-
val sat a milestone in the Arabic and
international theatrical scene as one
of the most distinguished and impor-
tant cultural and theatric phenomena
which is related to the “art of mono-
drama” worldwide, the media aspect
played an important and main role
in forming and spreading the word
about the festival and empowering its
attendees locally and internationally.
The festival's organizers made sure
that the media in all its forms wheth-
er it was written or seen or heard had
an important role that will reflect the
true image of the festival and deliver
the message to all people and to en-
courage Interest in the art of one-
actor theatre, and by Media outreach
the festival had a wide resonance in
Arabic and international journals and
magazines and channels and boosted
the status of Fujairah as a capital of
monodrama.

The media aspect also contributed
to view Fujairah as a special cultural
platform and an artistic destination
that nurturing for worldwide creativ-
ity, the media coverage of the festival
wasn't existing only in the previous
seasons and wasn't only limited to in-
terviews or talk shows but made the

extra step to show the cultural and
tourism aspect of Fujairah, the media
outlets also gave the opportunity to
artists and actors and theatric bands
to promote their shows and increases
their targeted audience which was
another reason to come back and be
a part of the festival in future seasons.
And for more than 20 years the media
efforts was successful at promoting
for the festival and Fujairah Emarat
and attracting the intellectuals and
writers and thinkers and media per-
sons who effected the festival with
their seminars and lectures and me-
dia coverage.

Each and every season of the festival
was media documented via sound
and picture and word which contrib-
uted to build a rich archive that reflect
the progress of the festival through-
out the years and make an important
reference to scholars and specialists
The 11th season of the festival pre-
sents a new media challenge in the
event's history, embodied in the me-
dia committee's efforts to cover the
festival and keep pace with it minute

estival

by minute through the presence of
120 male and female media profes-
sionals from around the world rep-
resenting 10 Arab television stations,
including Abu Dhabi Media Company,
the festival's media partner. Abu
Dhabi TV will broadcast the festival's
opening ceremony live, along with
Fujairah TV. This is in addition to cov-
erage from local and Arab radio and
television stations, social media stars,
and 10 magazines and newspapers
from around the world. The media
committee for this edition has also
been keen to establish a comprehen-
sive website dedicated to the festival,
which will provide a live broadcast of
the event, a daily bulletin, a festival
guide, and round-the-clock follow-up.

Media in all its form whether it was
heard or seen or written will remain
an affective accomplice in the journey
of Fujairah International Monodrama
Festival not only by promoting the
event but also in the making of the
cultural identity of the festival and
in boosting its status between the in-
ternational theatric festivals, and the
deeper this partnership gets Fujairah
becomes more and more prestige as
an international cultural and artistic
centre. ¢
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¢ Interview

ABD AL-MENAN AMAIRY

The Fujairah Monodrama Festival Brings Back
The Glory To The Theater The Father Of Arts
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The holder of a different fin-
gerprint in preforming and
portraying diverse charac-
ters whether its comedy or

tragedy or in the category of

historical or social series,
he studied at the Higher
Institute of Dramatic Arts
in Damascus and he joined
to the Syrian Artists Asso-
ciation in 1997 and his first
role was in the “thoraia”
series followed with many
roles.

He optioned the opportunity of lead-
ing role in “Mabrouk” series which is
directed by “Hesham sharbatjy” and
produced in 2001 to start his rich art
career after. Here, We walk with the
artist and the director of the interna-
tional Fujairah monodrama festival
Abd al-menan amairy in sweet accord.

Your attachment to directing wasn't
absent from your artistic experi-
ence and today we see you direct-
ing the the fanfest opening cer-
emony of the international Fujairah
monodrama festival in its 11th ses-
sion, what do you tell us about this
celebration and the importance of
directing for you?

Fujairah International Monodrama
Festival is known worldwide, its 22
year old in which it had 11 special
season, the festival hosted the most
important international shows and it
sponsored Symposiums and discus-
sions with influential people in the
theatric scene and for that my par-
ticipation in in the event adds to my
experience a lot of enrichment espe-
cially that am one of the wagerer on
the importance of the theater and its
role in elevations of the societies.

In this a rapidly evolving age how
can the theater hold its own and
evolve and stay up to date?

The theater is the father of arts and
its capable to sharp its tools in every
phase to take off in a new and differ-
ent form. Anyone who says that we
can do without the theater is delu-
sional, no matter how advanced the
technology becomes or how many
the connection means because in
this art form we dive into the deeps
and discus the intellectual and psy-
chological and behavioral human
condition and those points cant be
coverd by social media in the appro-

priate way, the theater will remain
attractive of course and it will still
be able to evolve its tools and visual
visions.

What do you attribute the develop-
ment of Syrian drama and its pro-
gressin the Arab world to: the quality
of the scripts or the professionalism
of the directing and acting?

Those points cant be separated from
each other, the artwork is attribut-
ed with the quality of all elements,
starting from the script and ending
with the skillfulness of the artist and
the and the craftsmanship of direct-
ing, everyone is a partner in the suc-
cess or failure of the artwork, direct-
ing cant obtain success by its own
and so there must be a collaboration
between all specialties for the work
to become Integrated.

where do you find yourself more ?
In drama series or theatric works?
My entrance to world of art and the
Higher Institute of Dramatic Arts
wasn't for the fame or wealth for |
am closer to the theater despite my
many TV works, that difficult and
truthful art which shows the actor
true capabilities.

Abdul Moneim Amayri, a top Syr-
ian actor, is a professor at the
Higher Institute of Dramatic Arts.
He has taught many students who
have gone on to become stars
in Syrian drama, such as Sulaf
Fawakherji, Qusai Khouli, Kinda
Hanna, Basil Khayat, and Qais
Sheikh Najib. He married actress
Amal Arafa in 2003, and they
had two children, Salma (born in
2005) and Maryam (born in 2008).
They separated after 12 years of
marriage in 2015.
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¢ The File

Asaad Fadda

The great star Asaad Fadda, born in Latakia (Septem-
ber 5, 1938), is a Syrian theater director and actor, as
well as a film and television actor. He is one of the most
famous actors in Syria and the Arab world. He gradu-
ated from the Higher Institute of Theatrical Arts in
Cairo in 1962. He served as the head of the Syrian Art-
ists Syndicate for two consecutive terms, from 1998 to
2006. He was one of the first Syrian actors to portray
the Levantine environment, playing the role of "Abu
Kamil" in the two-part series of the same name (1990
and 1993), and "Abu Dabak" in the series "Migration of

Hearts to Hearts" (1991). He directed his first play, "The
Brothers Karamazov" by Russian writer Dostoyevsky,
in 1964. His most notable cinematic works include "The
Leopard" (1972), "Nights of the Jackal" (1989), and "Two
Moons and an Olive" (2001). He has appeared in more
than 60 television series, including "The Revenge of the
Zebaa" (1974), "The Four-Year War" (1980), "The Prey"
(1995), “The Thornberry" (1995), and "Death Coming
to the East" (1995). 1997, "Dhi Qar" (2001), and "Al-Da-
bour” (2010 and 2011). He is married to actress Maha
Al-Saleh, with whom he has one daughter, "Rama."

Latifa Ahrar

Moroccan actress and film director, born on November 12,
1971. She has been the director of the Higher Institute of
Dramatic Arts and Cultural Animation since 2022. She has
participated in several films, sitcoms, theatrical produc-
tions, and festivals, and has won numerous national and
international awards.

Latifa Ahrar was born on November 12, 1971, in Meknes
to Amazigh parents from the Middle Atlas. She has been
interested in art since her teenage years, graduating from
the Higher Institute of Dramatic Arts in Rabat in 1995. Lat-
ifa Ahrar then studied at the Model Center for Theatrical
Training in Rabat. She then pursued a Master's degree in
Documentary Cinema at Abdelmalek Essaadi University
in Tetouan. A professor at the Model Center for Theater
Training in Rabat, Latifa Ahrar sparked controversy in Mo-
roccan society after appearing in a swimsuit in her 2010
play "Capernaum.”
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, singer, and writer. Born on March 18, 1970,
she is the daughter of composer Suhail Arafa. She graduat-
ed from the Higher Institute of Dramatic Arts and began her
career performing in both musical and television produc-
tions. Her first singing appearance was in a television even-
ing titled "Hammam al-Quds" in 1990. She also performed
several solo songs, and her first song was "Sabah al-Khair
Ya Watan" (Good Morning, Homeland) with Fahd Yakan. Her
entry into acting came when director Haitham Haqi gave
her the opportunity to participate in two works: "“Najmat al-
Sabah" (Morning Star) and "Shabakat al-Ankaboot" (Spider
Web). From her first appearances, she achieved success
despite her small roles. Her true debut, however, was with
her role as Bahira in the series "The End of a Brave Man"
(The End of a Brave Man) alongside Ayman Zidan, directed
by Najdat Ismail Anzour. Through this work, she achieved
fame and public recognition. In addition to her talent for
acting and singing, she wrote a number of works. Her first
work was the series "Dunia," in which she also starred.

Zahira Ben Ammar

Zahira Ben Ammar, (born 1956), is a Tunisian film and
theater actress. Considered a pioneer in theater since the
1980s, her name has shone alongside other names such
as Jalila Baccar, Raja Ben Ammar, Leila Toubal, and Fa-
tima Ben Saidane. Zahira Ben Ammar began her career
in school theater and amateur groups in the mid-1970s.
Her true professional beginnings came with the “Triangle
Theater" troupe, which served as a training and prepa-
ration workshop for actors, in addition to performances
based on rehearsals exploring improvisation, body ex-
pressions, and visual spectacle. Afterward, her name be-
came part of the theatrical renaissance that astonished
local, Arab, and international audiences. Thus, she shared
the avant-garde and diverse ambitions that accompanied
the brilliance of Tunisian experiences on local and Arab
stages, and their successes at a number of the world's
most prominent festivals.

Rafik Ali Ahma

Rafik Ali Ahmad (April 13, mbanese actor,
writer, and director. He was bo| the village of Yahmar
al-Shagqif in Nabatieh, Lebanon; He studied directing and
acting at the Lebanese University, graduating in 1981.
His artistic debut was in the film “Layla and the Wolves"
(1984). He then appeared in several television series, in-
cluding "Al-Zir Salem" (2000), "Saladin al-Ayyubi" (2001),
and "Al-Zahir Baybars" (2005). He also appeared in several
Egyptian productions, such as "Naji al-Ali" (1992), “Alzhei-
mer's” (2010), and "Al-Shahroura” (2011). He is a member
of the juries of numerous Arab theater festivals and was
also the president of the Syndicate of Theater, Television,
and Film Actors in Lebanon.

Rafik has won several awards, most notably the Best
Actor Award at the Carthage International Theater Fes-
tival and the Golden Cedar Award. The French magazine
L'Express also selected her as one of the 100 people who
“move" Lebanon.
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¢ The File

¢ Fujairah Photography Award:

The Fujairah Photography Award was to promote intellect
and beauty, especially in the emirate especially and in the
entire country in general and to unleash the creativity in
the field of photography within the Arabs and the rest of
the world and to encourage the enthusiast and gain from
the experience of participants in the field of photography.
¢ Fujairah Ramadan Evenings:

Fujairah Culture and Media Authority is hosting Ramadan
Evenings throughout the holy month of Ramadan, it also
hosts a group of the most prestige thinkers, writers, and
minstrels to hold events and fun activities for the visitors
aiming to spread spiritual culture and that seek to em-
power the unity of the society.

¢ Fujairah National Forum:

It discusses topics aimed at strengthening the sense of
belonging to the United Arab Emirates, with the partici-
pation of a select group of Emirati and Arab officials and
researchers.

The house of art:

The house of art is affiliated with Fujairah Culture and Me-
dia Authority, which follows up on it and develops the nec-
essary plans and programs in addition to hosting a variety
of activities and artistic programmes that attract Emirati
and Arab artists.

Fujairah Tourism and Antiquities Authority:

The authority is concerned with museums and with pro-
tecting and maintenance and exhibiting ancient artifacts
in museums or tourist spots, it also gives visitors and tour-
ists the wide and deep knowledge of the heritage of the
emirate and its culture, it also explains the archeological
value of Archaeological monuments and pass it to genera-
tions so they will be informed of the ancestor’s heritage in
all fields.

The authority accomplished many Achievements including
the restoration of three Archaeological sites in Fujairah,
these include the village, Habhab, and Sakamkam regions.
It has also excavated historical burial sites in cooperation
with missions from Germany and France. It also sponsors
activities dedicated to the aesthetics of the Emirati dialect,
in addition to projects to revive the ancient city of Fujairah.

Fujairah Academy of Fine Arts (it has a branch in Dibba
city):

The Fujairah Fine Arts Academy was established to nur-
ture and develop talent academically. The academy com-
prises three departments:

- Music Department: Offers training on musical instru-

2 5 | April 10, 2025 | First issue

/|

ments such as the oud, guitar, violin, piano, ganun, vocals,
and solfege, as well as teaching musical scales.
- Visual Arts Department: Includes

- Arabic calligraphy

- Photography

- Drawing

- Sculpture

- Ballet Department: Offers ballet dance instruction for all
age groups, from young to old.

The Fujairah Fine Arts Academy’s curriculum includes a
free studies curriculum, or a course system. During this
time, students participate in local and international festi-
vals and art exhibitions for cultural exchange, gain experi-
ence, and represent the Emirate of Fujairah globally. The
academy is open to all age groups from 8 years and older.

School of Calligraphy and Ornamentation:

A specialized art school offering a number of diverse
workshops and programs that include calligraphy, orna-
mentation, gilding, miniature painting, and bookmaking.
The courses are open to adults interested in learning

551) 6 a0l aUd

these artistic skills from anywhere in the world

House of Philosophy: A scientific research center that
brings together those working in philosophy and seeks
to play a pioneering role in shaping contemporary philo-
sophical thought. The House of Philosophy includes the
Al-Kindi Hall, equipped with the latest technology; the Al-
Bargawi Philosophical Library, containing more than fifty
thousand philosophical books; a children’s center with a
fully equipped theater; the House of Philosophy Museum;
and the Fujairah Philosophical Circle, which includes
twenty philosophers from the Arab world.

The Arab Poetry House:

aims to enhance the status of Arabic poetry, highlight
elements of heritage and literature, and introduce them
through poetry. It also works to support the poetry move-
ment in the country, the Arab region, and the world

The Foundation seeks to enrich the Arabic library with
publications specializing in Arabic poetry, highlight the
UAE's poetic heritage and arts, celebrate poetry through
other performing and expressive arts, support and high-

light creative poetic talents, and teach the basics of Arabic
poetry.

Mohammed bin Hamad Al Shargi Council:

The Mohammed bin Hamad Al Shargi Council hosts a
group of prominent figures and speakers in their fields of
expertise, which are presented by the Council. It discuss-
es their ideas, contributing to the formation of a dialogue
platform that contributes to raising human and cultural
awareness among individuals through dialogue on vari-
ous topics related to history, literature, and culture.

Public Benefit Associations, including:

Fujairah Cultural and Social Association, Dibba Culture,
Arts and Theater Association, Al-Badiya Culture and Arts
Association, Fujairah Fishermen's Association, Merbah
Fishermen’'s Association, and Dibba Fishermen’s Associa-
tion. Public Benefit Associations are concerned with the
activities within their jurisdictions, sponsor numerous ac-
tivities that support members, and work to hone skills and
provide various forms of assistance. ¢
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¢ The File

Fujairah’s Cultural System

Institutions That Embrace

Creativity In The Arts

By guidance of H.H Shaikh Hamad bin Mohammed al-
Sharqi, member of Supreme council ruler of Fujairah
may God protect him, and the support of H. HH Sheikh
Mohammed bin Hamad al- Sharqi the crown prince
of Fujairah the cultural institutions were multiplied
in number and varied in specialty so it may be famil-
iar with all kinds of arts and guiding it to increase the
awareness and to discover talents with in the new gen-
eration, of the most important of such institutions:

1]
/
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Fujairah Culture and Media Authority (which has a
branch in Dibba city):

e Fujairah Culture & Media Authority:

Founded in 2006 by Emiri Decree to elevate the level of
performance and active contribution to accomplish a
cultural and modernized media life in the UAE in general
and in Fujairah especially, its goal is to support the build-
ing of a human character based on the long-standing
Arabic and Islamic values. The message of Fujairah me-
dia and cultural committee is to focus on the idea that
culture is one of the factors of evolving and prosperity
of humans and it takes the responsibility of taking care
of the cultural and media life according to the science
and research and creativity by providing an environment
which is suitable and focusing on creativity and empow-
ering and developing and using the cultural movement.
Fujairah Culture & Media Authority is doing a lot of activi-
ties and sponsorship of many festivals including:

¢ Fujairah International Monodrama Festival:

An international festival held every two years featuring

ai

local and international bands with famous theatrical cre-
ators, artists, writers and directors. Stages in Fujairah
are witnessing picked performances from all over the
world competing to win the festival attractive prizes, the
festival also includes critical seminars with the most im-
portant Arab and international dramatists. The festival
was founded in 2003 and today it has completed its 11th
season, the festival gained worldwide fame through the
last 22 years and it published tens of publications and
sponsored a lot of scripts and performance competition
and Many events which are held on the sidelines some
of them centered on folk art, not to mention the lectures
and exhibits dedicated to folklore and old crafts.

¢ Tifan Lull Festival:

The festival specializes in Emirati folklore, and it's held
for a few days where family and friends and all of the so-
ciety members are gathered to experience unforgettable
moments Which includes events, exhibits, entertainment
activities aimed for children and musical parties where
the family spends fun times.
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4 Opening

In appreciation of art and'culture

The Opening Ceremony
Celebrates Fujairah Cultural

Institutions

The opening ceremony of the 11th Fujairah International
Arts Festival focuses on introducing the cultural ecosystem
in the emirate of Fujairah, which was established and devel-
oped under the guidance of His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin
Mohammed Al Shargi, Supreme Council Member and Ruler
of Fujairah, and the support of His Highness Sheikh Moham-
med bin Hamad Al Shargi, Crown Prince. These institutions
have strived for years to stimulate and nurture creativity
and provide the necessary elements for its advancement
Fujairah cultural institutions didn't leave any artistic field
without it's dedicated attention, starting from theater and
the arts of writing and acting to music and singing and herit-
age, to the point where Fujairah cultural institutions reached
widespread fame which made Fujairah an international cul-
tural landmark that attracts the most creative people who
has the significant impact in the art scene.

That creative process was accompanied by lots of issues
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and festivities and creative competitions along with hun-
dreds of Journalistic articles and symposia and discussions
which configured a rich legacy in Fujairah cultural history,
all of that responsibility was placed om the shoulders of the
untiring institution that set the goal on elevating the human
and the and aesthetic values and discovering and encourag-
ing young talents and.

Fujairah cultural institutions worked an building bridges be-
tween the heritage and modernism and it was clear in cer-
tain aspects such as focusing equally on the Arabic callig-
raphy plus traditional poetry while keeping up with modern
art such as theater and music and singing and philosophy
and the translation of the mothers of world known books,
a side from that the institutions have been always taken
care of heritage arts and folklore and monuments and took
the mission of discovering young talents and training it and
opening up possibilities for it.

Prominent names in the art scene will participate in the open-
ing ceremony of the 11th edition of the Fujairah International
Arts Festival, as the festival celebrates prominent Arab theatri-
cal figures, such as the great artist Rafiq Ali Ahmed from Leba-
non, artist Zahra Ben Ammar from Tunisia, artist Amal Arafa
from Syria, artist Latifa Harrar from Morocco, and star Asaad
Fadda, who will present short clips from plays presented in the
world of monodrama and at the Fujairah International Mono-
drama Festival. Artist Amal Arafa will also perform a patriotic
song. The direction is by artist Abdel Moneim Amayri, while the
poems and lyrics are written by His Excellency Mohammed
Saeed Al Dhanhani, with the participation of Dr. Mohammed
Abdullah and the Inana Dance Theatre Company. This is an op-
portunity to highlight the importance of cultural institutions and
Fujairah's history, which the opening ceremony will highlight
and highlight within the artwork, reflecting the need to build on
history in order to keep pace with the future. ¢
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& Workshop. Seminar and Shows Schedule

PERFORMANCES

PERFORMANCES

PERFORMANCES

10:00 AM to
1.00PM.

Time

:00 AM to
1.00PM.

11:00 AM

12:00 PM

Time

Time

11:00 AM

12:00 PM

11/04/2025

Activity/Session

Panel Discussion: Future Artistic
Vision of the International Theatre Organization (Open to the Public)

11:00 AM Book Signing-The Son of Sarah

| Performance

Imaglne —toi

A Crack in the Wall of Time

Country | Type Of Performance

And the Days Went By Egypt Official Competition leba]rﬁ:::):;atlon

‘ Bahrain ‘OfficialCompetition

12/04/2025

Activity/Session

Panel Discussion: Future Artistic Vision of the International Theatre
Organization (Closed Session)
Seminar: 'Monodrama - Arab Pioneering Experiences'
Rafig Ali Ahmad (Lebanon) / Zaytati Qudsiyah (Syria)
A Study on the Experience of Abdul Aziz Al-Haddad by the Writer Fathiyeh Al-Haddad (Kuwait)

Book Signing: "Contemporary Arab Monodrama”

Performance

MEA CULPA

Agnes Shakespeare's Wife

Country | Type Of Performance |

Diaries of a Defeated Actor Egypt Heritage Village
Burkina Faso A Guest The Monodrama
House Theater

Georgia Official Competition

13/04/2025

Activity/Session

“Panel Discussion: 'Monodrama: Cognitive Excavations'
Kurt Eichelhof (South Africa) / Talal Ayoub (Tunisia) / Dr. Antonio Pizzo (ltaly)
/ Haidar Abdullah Al-Shatari (Irag) / Marwa Qara'uni (Lebanon)
Moderator: Dr. Mohamed Samir Al-Khateeb (Egypt)"

Book Signing: “Yusuf Al-Ani and Theatrical Leadership

Performance

Expat Ticket

The Monodrama
Rectangle Official Competition House Theater

| Country | Type Of Performance |

Saudl Arabia Open-air spaces

Applied seminars for performances immediately after the show

Royal M Hotel

Royal M Hotel

Venue

The Monodrama
House Theater

Venue

Royal M Hotel

Royal M Hotel

Royal M Hotel

Venue

Dibba Association
Theater

Royal M Hotel

Royal M Hotel

Heritage Village

Dibba Association
Theater

¢ Editorial

Culture and Arts
Human Wealth and Happiness

» Mohammed Saeed Al Dhanhani

A new and blessed page is inaugurat-
ed today by the Fujairah International
Arts Festival, thanks to the directives
of His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Mo-
hammed Al Shargi, Supreme Council
Member and Ruler of Fujairah, may
God protect him, and the support of
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin
Hamad Al Sharqi, Crown Prince, to es-
tablish the Emirate of Fujairah as one
of the most important platforms for
creativity, both regionally and interna-
tionally.

Twenty-two years have passed since
the festival began, and here we are in
its eleventh edition, bringing with us
a wealth of experience and expertise,
made available to the public through
viewing the most important theatrical
performances in the art of monodrama,
from various cultures and countries.
This is in addition to open dialogues with
influential figures in the artistic scene,
whom Fujairah has hosted and em-
braced, based on its belief in the role of
interaction and communication in build-
ing common ground and bringing view-
points closer.

Yes, the arts can do much, because
they are the only means of transcend-
ing barriers and borders. Today, we are

in dire need of this universal language,
dedicated to upholding humanity and
values in all fields. It is a historic respon-
sibility that the Emirate of Fujairah has
embraced, taking advantage of its rich
environment—its mountains, beaches,
and plains—and the kindness of its peo-
ple and their strong connection to their
ancestral roots and culture, which are

inextricably linked to this land.

We are all concerned with the glory and
advancement of humanity, and with de-
fending its morals, values, and dignity.
The arts are capable of achieving all of
this, for they are the most honest, noble,
and courageous. Let us seek creativity
wherever it may be, and extend a help-
ing hand to it. Future generations, as
much as they need to know their ancient
history and communicate with it cor-
rectly, are required to keep pace with the
future and modernity, leaving their own
mark on global civilization.

Today, we inaugurate a new chapter in
the history of the festival, raising all the
problematic questions in art and culture
for discussion. This is the dialogue and
interaction that befits us, as civilized
people, who understand the movement
of history and believe that the good of
humanity is the ultimate goal for us all.4
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THE OPENING CEREMONY Celebrates Fujairah Cultural Institutions!

MOHAMMED AL SHARQI
Opens the 2025 Fujairah
International Monodrama Festival



