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divers, displaying their pearls, their dance tells of the revival
of trade. Then a new light reflects the era of resistance of
the land of Fujairah and its heroes against every invasion
and occupier. Then the burning, fighting era, where the
theater was transformed into an equestrian arena.

Then to cotton fields and white fluff falling from the sky dur-
ing the cotton harvest season, the cotton turning into paper,
and dancers weaving the rituals of the book with their bod-
ies, as if history were being recorded with bodies before be-
ing preserved with words.

Then came the dream.

A generation of young people, a talent in the form of a flame,
dancing with the passion of someone searching for them-
selves, their place, their voice. Talented young people who
didn't know how or where to unleash their energies... and
they found their calling at the Fujairah Monodrama Festi-
val, showcasing their scripts, their plays, and their theatrical
performances.

And when the "Man of History" stepped forward to close the

‘ Mono 2025 Mag Issue 02.indd 18

Reality in Fujairah Theatre

curtain, the cry was:

"Don't close the curtain... | want to dream!”

The cry wasn't a performance, but rather the call of a gen-
eration, the anthem of the nation of open art.

Then singing. Then hope. Then Arafat.

The artist who appeared like a drop of light amidst magical
pools falling from the sky, singing for Fujairah, for the sea,
for the land, and for the dream that never closes.

The show was a theatrical poem, not performed but lived,
not merely applauded but believed in.

It was woven by the fingers of four artists who created and
dazzled. Directed by Abdel Moneim Amayri and choreo-
graphed by Jihad Mufleh (music and videography).

A show that redefined the festival, making its opening an
exceptional event whose echo will long resonate in the
memory of Fujairah and in the memory of Arab theater as
a whole.

Who said the curtain is the end?

In Fujairah... the curtain is the beginning of the dream.®
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«Don't close the curtain... | want to dream»

When Dreams Triumphed Over

» By: Nour Ahmed

On an unforgettable night in Fujairah, the audience was
treated to not just a theatrical performance, but an artistic
epic that reshaped the senses and shook the foundations of
spectatorship, transforming the hall into a stage for dreams,
not seats for spectators.

Between the formal applause and the silence of amaze-
ment, the switch occurred.

The show, which came in the second half of the opening
ceremony of the Fujairah International Monodrama Festival,
was not just a performance... but a visual poetic hurricane
that carried the audience to the brink of amazement, im-
mersing them in an ocean of masterful creativity. A huge
screen depicted the deep blue sea in all its majesty, sound,
and texture, to the point that faces seemed to be literally
drenched by the spray of the waves

Then came the second shock: sand and fire.

The sea turned into a desert, and the heat of the scene rose
until the stage shone with the dawn sun. From the heart
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of the elements was born a majestic, towering castle, its
stones not only telling of the past, but also pulsating with
the solidity of the present and the strength of humanity.

‘| bear witness..."

A sentence spoken by the Man of the White Age, with a
beard resembling clouds and a voice like a prophecy, thus
began the artistic journey of narrating Fujairah’s history not
in words, but in bodies, movement, melody, and light.

Then the first dance began, followed by a series of dance
scenes that told the story of Fujairah. Dancers entered in
blue outfits, swaying like ocean waves... They were followed
by dancers dressed as pearl divers in a dance resembling
rowing amidst the waves.

A wave of dancers, a human boat, girls like pearls of the
seas, young men diving into the blue, returning laden with
pearls and dignity.

Then the old markets, stories woven with threads of mem-
ory, and women in ancient Emirati dress displaying color-
ful fabrics, Indian bracelets, and other items. Dancers and
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Opening Ceremony of the Fujairah International Monodrama Festival

A vision that embodies the rituals of theatrical joy

» Amjad toama

The opening ceremony was more than a celebration, it was
an amazing visual statement that reflects the identity of the
festival and the essence of its theatric message and an even-
ing full of theatric passion and creative light, This is how the
eleventh session of the Fujairah International Monodrama
Festival was opened, with a captivating optical vision that
took The audience from their seats to the core of the artistic
experience.

Abdul Moneim Amairi, The director of the festival present-
ed a visual act which was full of life, in the presentation he
paired the modern technique with the soul of the theater to
construct a celebratory scene that crosses all cultures jump-
ing between the screen and the stage, with the attendance of
the Syrian band: Enana that was always Distinguished with
their acts which were based on the heritage and with a hint of
modernism which gave the opening a poetic dimension and
where the stage was flooded with colorful dance moves and
symbolism

The vision has deepened itself by getting the scene out of
the screen and manifesting it on the stage by acting scene
delivered by stars from previous shows, the acting scenes
has shorten the distance between the viewers and actors,
the opening song which was preformed by the all in one star:
Ammal Arafe with her dominance attendance and so the
song became a piece of art full of sensations and belonging,

Expressing her love for Fujairah and casting its shadow over
the entire visual landscape, the song, with its profound lyr-
ics by Sa'ada Mohammed Saeed Al Dhanhani and music by
Fadi Mardini, was a message that delved into the depths of
the place, flirting with it like a lover, confirming through the
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accompanying dance performance that Fujairah is not only a
home for theater, but also an inspiration for art and a factory
of beauty.

The band chose an artistic word which carried the beauty of
the movement and the body based of the Syrian folk herit-
age but it didn't stop on longing only, but it reconstructed this
heritage with a modern vision where the physical expression
was mixed with music and light in a scenery full of life.

The collective dance formations and lighting which played
eloguent narrative role all have made a visual symphony full
of life and energy and reflects the identity of the festival as
a window in arts of the solo actor throughout the collective
expression.

Director Amairi succeeded in presenting an artistic vision
brimming with symbolism, celebrating the history and
evolution of the monodrama while simultaneously guid-
ing the festival toward the future. The visual presentation
was an artistic tribute to the theater, to the individual actor,
and to the multiple energies that the theatrical body car-
ries when given the space to express itself and express in
more than one way that we live in the "land of the impos-
sible.” What distinguished this vision was that it did not fall
into the trap of embellishment or superficial dazzle. Rath-
er, it translated the festival's philosophy at its core: human
theater, where the story is told through the language of the
body, image, and rhythm, in a refined poetic harmony. The
opening ceremony was an unforgettable visual spectacle,
proudly part of Fujairah’s theatrical achievements, ce-
menting the festival's position as one of the world's most
prominent monodrama forums and a home for dreams
that come true. @
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Jamal Suleiman: Fujairah Festival Keeps the
Flame of Theater Alive

Venerable Syrian artist Jamal Suleiman praised the
importance of the Festival,
considering it one of the rare festivals that continues to

preserve the cultural and artistic value of theater in the

Fujairah  Monodrama

Arab world, in light of the significant decline this sector
has witnessed in recent decades. Suleiman pointed
out that most theater festivals in the Arab region have
disappeared, and that cultural activity in general has
witnessed a noticeable decline compared to 30 or 40
years ago, when cultural and artistic festivals occupied a
prominent position and received widespread attention. He
added: "What distinguishes the Fujairah Festival, in addition
to its continuity over the years, is that it is dedicated to the
art of monodrama, which is witnessing a global growth.
This art gives actors greater freedom of expression and is
characterized by logistical ease compared to other types of
theater. It also touches on human privacy and personalities,
which is what attracts audiences in the current era.
Suleiman believes that the Fujairah Festival may be
the only one of its kind in the Arab world that continues
to highlight the art of monodrama, at a time when real
theater has noticeably declined in the region. He explained
that theatrical performances today often take place in one
area and then disappear, unlike in the past when theater
troupes moved between Arab capitals, from Damascus to
Cairo, from Bahrain to Morocco.4 (Abdul Hadi Al-Daas)
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Fayez Kazak: Festival is a global platform for
promoting theater and bringing cultures together

Great artist Fayez Kazak praised the importance of the
Fujairah International Monodrama Festival, emphasizing
that it represents a major artistic and cultural value
that transcends the Arab theater scene and reaches
the international stage. Kazak expressed his hope that
the festival will continue to develop into an international
platform that attracts performances and actors from
around the world, strengthening the festival's position as
a bridge for cultural and artistic interaction.

Qazag noted that the festival has established a solid
foundation and a rich heritage that can be built upon
to expand and develop its programs. He also spoke
about the importance of monodrama as a form of
sophisticated theater, which addresses profound human
issues through a distinctive individual performance
that requires the intelligence of the actor and their
cooperation with the director to achieve a powerful
artistic impact. Concluding his statement, Qazaq
emphasized the need to preserve cultural identity
in the face of the challenges of globalization, which
have impacted local cultures. He praised the efforts
of the Emirate of Fujairah in organizing the festival,
which represents a vital space for artistic and cultural
dialogue and a meeting place for theater professionals
from around the world € (Abdul Hadi Al-Daas)
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¢ Opening

hold a session with greater effec-
tiveness and a more comprehensive
cultural dimension, which achieves
the festival's main goal and vision,
as it provides a different artistic fes-
tive atmosphere that guarantees its
continuity and expands its Arab and
international audience so that the
monodrama is close to the people,
reflecting their concerns, expanding
their awareness, conveying the pulse
of the street and confirming Fujai-
rah’'s leadership in this ancient art.
For his part, His Excellency Tobias Bi-
anconi, Director General of the Inter-
national Theatre Institute, said: "The
Emirate of Fujairah is making steady
progress through all its efforts to be-
come a unique global center for the
arts and artistic education. By seek-
ing to attract those interested in cul-
ture, arts, and theater from around
the world, and by providing opportu-
nities to learn artistic skills, Fujairah
will undoubtedly become a promi-
nent global center for the arts and
artistic education.”

His Highness the Crown Prince of Fu-
jairah honored the festival's sponsors
and supporting partners.

The opening ceremony included a
musical theatrical performance en-
titled "From Fujairah to the Rise of
the Sun,” which showcased artistic,
theatrical, and musical performances
about Fujairah and its cultural history.
The opening ceremony was attended
by His Excellency Dr. Ahmed Ham-
dan Al Zeyoudi, Director of the Office
of His Highness the Crown Prince
of Fujairah, and a large gathering of
theater professionals, artists, and in-
terested parties from within and out-
side Fujairah.®
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ous humanitarian and social issues
of interest to individuals everywhere,
opening horizons for cultural dialogue
between different cultures, and con-
tributing to strengthening the values
of coexistence, understanding, and
openness to others. His Excellency
Mohammed Saeed Al Dhanhani, Di-
rector of the Fujairah Emiri Court and
Chairman of the Festival's Supreme
Organizing Committee, said in his
speech during the opening ceremony,
"His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Mo-
hammed Al Shargi, Member of the
Supreme Council and Ruler of Fujai-
rah, intended this festival to be an oa-
sis that would tap into your abundant
love and solidarity, your discussions,
and your suggestions. Therefore, it
was destined to continue and shine,
becoming a large cultural and artistic
council that accommodates all na-
tionalities on earth, and for Fujairah
to be the enlightening and cognitive
complement to the UAE's cultural
project.” Al Dhanhani added: “The
festival's organizing committee, with
the support and direct follow-up of
the sponsor of the cultural movement
in Fujairah, His Highness Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Hamad Al Shargi, Crown
Prince of Fujairah, has been keen to
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His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin
Hamad Al Shargi, Crown Prince of
Fujairah, affirmed the Emirate of Fu-
jairah’'s leading position in the culture
and arts sector, and its significant role
in supporting theater in general, and
the art of monodrama in particular.
This came during His Highness's at-
tendance at the opening ceremony of
the Fujairah International Monodrama
Festival, held under the patronage of
His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Mo-
hammed Al Shargi, Supreme Council
Member and Ruler of Fujairah, at the
Fujairah Creative Center Theater. The
ceremony was attended by His High-
ness Sheikh Dr. Rashid bin Hamad Al
Shargi, Chairman of the Fujairah Cul-
ture and Media Authority; His High-
ness Sheikh Maktoum bin Hamad Al
Sharqi; His Excellency Ahmed Fouad
Hano, Egyptian Minister of Culture
and the festival's guest of honor; Her
Excellency Sarah Al Amiri, UAE Min-
ister of Education; and His Excellency
Mohammed Saeed Al Dhanhani, Di-
rector of the Fujairah Emiri Court and
Chairman of the Festival's Supreme
Organizing Committee.

His Highness the Crown Prince of
Fujairah highlighted the Emirate of
Fujairah’'s commitment, under the
leadership of His Highness Sheikh
Hamad bin Mohammed Al Sharqi,
Supreme Council Member and Ruler
of Fujairah, to supporting and spon-
soring cultural and artistic projects
that enhance the emirate’'s pres-
ence regionally and internationally
through cultural openness to all crea-
tive experiences and highlighting the
shared human values shared by the
peoples of the world.

His Highness also noted the impor-
tance of the Fujairah International
Monodrama Festival, since its incep-
tion, in attracting theatre profession-
als and artists from around the world
through its most prominent mono-
drama works, which address numer-
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Arts

Create Dialogue Between People

» Tobias Bianconi *

In these challenging times the world is ex-
periencing, it is imperative that we turn our
attention to culture, the arts, and education
in this field, as their aesthetics and nature
provide nourishment for our souls.

Our ability to attend the 2025 edition of the
Fujairah International Monodrama Festival
is a confirmation from us—as authorities,
organizers, participating artists, and audi-
ences—of the value of the arts, especially the
theatrical art form of monodrama.

In these volatile times we live in, this event
represents a shining example of what
must be done. It inspires us through the
beauty and cultural diversity presented by
the artists. It also gives us the opportunity
to unite through culture and the arts. It
opens doors to mutual understanding and
creates peaceful dialogue between people
from all over the world.

This is thanks to the wise leadership of the
Government of Fujairah—His Highness
Sheikh Hamad bin Mohammed Al Sharqi,
Ruler of Fujairah, and His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Hamad Al Shargi, Crown
Prince of Fujairah.

This event was made possible thanks to
the dedication of the leaders and members
of the Fujairah organizing team. It was also
thanks to the dedicated team of the ITI Gen-
eral Secretariat and leaders, who shouldered
the responsibility of co-organizing this event,

ensuring that everything presented touched
upon the essence of creativity and that ITI
remained a champion of the arts and artists.

While we are fortunate to have leadership
that enables theatrical dialogue, inspiration,
and coordination, the human and vital nature
of this event is due to all of you being here,
and | thank each and every one of you.

In conclusion, on behalf of the International
Theatre Institute (ITl), I would like to express
my gratitude to His Highness Sheikh Hamad
bin Mohammed Al Shargi, Member of the Su-
preme Council of the United Arab Emirates
and Ruler of Fujairah, and to His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad Al Sharqi,
Crown Prince of Fujairah. Their wise inten-
tions and patronage of this event are essen-
tial and greatly appreciated.

For me, the collaboration between Fujairah
and the ITI on this year's festival has taken
a giant step forward and will have a positive
impact on the people of Fujairah, the UAE,
and the world.

Through all its efforts to become a unique
global center for the arts and arts education,
Fujairah is steadily moving forward. By en-
gaging people from near and far in the field
of culture and the arts, and providing oppor-
tunities to learn artistic skills, Fujairah will
undoubtedly become a global center. 4

* Director General of the International Theatre Institute
(ITI/UNESCO)
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€ Workshop. Seminar and Shows Schedule

11/04/2025

Activity/Session

10:00 AM to Panel Discussion: Future Artistic

1.00PM. Vision of the International Theatre Organization (Open to the Public) el b Aot

11:00 AM Book Signing - The Son of Sarah Royal M Hotel

Performance ‘ Country Type Of Performance

Imagine —toi Open-air spaces Heritage Village

Dibba Association

And the Days Went By Egypt Official Competition Theater

PERFORMANCES

The Monodrama

A Crack in the Wall of Time Bahrain Official Competition
House Theater

Applied seminars for performances immediately after the show




THE OPENING CEREMONY A Vision That Embodies The Rituals Of Theatrical Joy
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MOHAMMED AL SHARQI

Attends the opening ceremony of the Fujairah
International Monodrama Festival




